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President Joe Biden and Vice President Kamala Harris wave to children in the crowd during an event to mark the start of monthly Child Tax Credit relief payments, in 
the South Court Auditorium on the White House complex, Thursday, July 15, 2021, in Washington. 
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NO APPOINTMENT NEEDED! §& Pckr Test also available } 





info@medcare.aw / www.medcare.aw 


One pound of Natural grass-Fed Beef from the Argentinean Pampas, 
Grilled to perfection by our Master Chefs over a real Charcoal Fire... 
Juicy, Lean and full of Flavor. 


g [T's Time for an extraordinary steak! 


Closed on Sundays 


Open Monday through Saturday trom 11:40am tll 1pm. For reservations call 382-3677 
Lunch and Early Bird specials available till 5pm. Happy Hour from 5-7pm 
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Child tax credit starts hitting U.S. families’ bank accounts 


By JOSH BOAK 

Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
child tax credit had always 
been an empty gesture fo 
millions of parents like Tami- 
ka Daniel. 

That changed Thursday 
when the first payment of 
$1,000 hit Daniel's bank 
account — and _ dollars 
started flowing to the pock- 
ets of more than 35 million 
families around the coun- 
try. Daniel, a 35-year-old 
mother of four, didn’t even 
know the tax credit existed 
until President Joe Biden 
expanded It for one year as 
part of the $1.9 trillion coro- 
navirus relief package that 
passed in March. 
Previously, only people who 
earned enough money to 
owe income taxes could 
qualify for the credit. Dan- 
iel went nearly a decade 
without a job because her 
eldest son is autistic and 
needed her. So she got 
by on Social Security pay- 
ments. And she had fo live 
at Fairfield Courts, a public 
housing project that dead- 
ends at Interstate 64 as the 
highway cuts through the 
Virginia capital of Rich- 
mond. 

But the extra $1,000 a 
month for the next year 
could be a life-changer for 
Daniel, who now works as a 
community organizer for a 
Richmond nonprofit. It will 
helo provide a security de- 
posit on a new apartment. 
“It’s actually coming right 
on time,” she said. “We 
have a lot going on. This 
definitely helos to take a 
load off.” 

Biden has held out the new 
monthly payments, which 
will average $423 per fam- 
ily, as the key to halving 
child poverty rates. But he 
is also setting Up a broader 
ohilosophical battle about 
the role of government 
and the responsibilities of 
parents. 

Democrats see this as a 
landmark program along 
the same lines as Social Se- 
curity, saying it will lead to 
better outcomes in adult- 
hood that will helo eco- 
nomic growth. But many 
Republicans warn that the 
payments will discourage 
parents from working and 
ultimately feed into long- 
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Tamika Daniel poses for a photo in Richmond, Va., Thursday, July 15, 2021. Daniel, a 35-year-old 


mother of four, will start receiving the Child Tax Credit on Thursday. 


Term poverty. 

Some 15 million households 
will now receive the full 
credit. The monthly pay- 
ments amount to $300 for 
each child who is 5 and 
younger and $250 for those 
between 5 and 17. The pay- 
ments are set to lapse after 
a year, but Biden Is pushing 
to extend them through at 
least 2025. 

The president — ultimately 
would like to make the 
payments permanent — 
and that makes this first 
round of payments a test 
as to whether the govern- 
ment can improve the lives 
of families. 

Biden invited beneficia- 
ries to the White House to 
mark the first round of pay- 
ments, saying in a Thursday 
soeech that the day car- 
ried a historic resonance 
because of the boost It will 
give families across the na- 
tion. 

“This would be the largest 
ever one-year decrease 
in child poverty in the his- 
tory of the United States 
of America,” the president 
said. “Millions of children 
and their families, starting 
today, their lives are about 
to change for the better. 
And our country would be 
better off for if as well.” 
Florida Republican Sen. 
Marco Rubio, who success- 
fully championed increas- 
ing the credit in 2017, said 
that the Democrats’ plans 


will turn the benefits into an 
“anti-work welfare check” 
because almost every 
family can now qualify for 
the payment regardless of 
whether the parents have 
Qa job. 

“Not only does Biden's 
plan abandon incentives 
for marriage and require- 
ments for work, but it will 
also destroy the child-sup- 
port enforcement system 
as we know If by sending 
cash payments to single 
parents without ensuring 
child-support orders are es- 
tablished,” Rubio said in a 
statement Wednesday. 
The administration disput- 
ed those claims. Treasury 
Department estimates in- 
dicate that 97% of recipi- 
ents of the tax credit have 
wages or self-employment 
income, while the other 3% 
are grandparents or have 
health issues. The credit 
also starts fo phase out aft 
$150,000 for joint filers, so 
there is no disincentive for 
the poor to work because 
a job would just give them 
more income. 

Colorado Democratic Sen. 
Michael Bennet said the 
problem is one of inequal- 
ity. He said that economic 
growth has benefited the 
top 10% of earners in recent 
decades, while families are 
struggling with the rising 
costs of housing, child care 
and health care. He said 
his voters back in Colorado 
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are concerned that their 
children will be poorer than 
previous generations and 
that requires the expansion 
of the child tax credit. 

“It's the most progressive 
change to America's tax 
code ever,” Bennet told re- 
porters. 

Parenthood is an expen- 
sive undertaking. The Ag- 
riculture Department esti- 
mated in 2017, the last year 
it published such a report, 
that a typical family soends 
$233,610 to raise a child 
from birth to the age of 17. 
But wealthier children get 
far more invested in their 
education and upbringing, 
while poorer children face 
a constant disadvantage. 
Families in the top third 
of incomes spend about 
$10,000 more annually per 
child than families in the 
lower third. 

The child tax credit was cre- 
ated in 1997 to be a source 
of relief, yet if also became 
a driver of economic and 
racial inequality as only 
oarents who owed the 
federal government taxes 
could qualify for its full pay- 
ment. Academic research 
in 2020 found that about 
three-quarters of white and 
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Asian children were eligible 
for the full credit, but only 
about half of Black and His- 
panic children qualified. 

In the census tract where 
Daniel lives in Richmond, 
the median household in- 
come is $14,725 —almost 
five times lower than the 
national median. Three out 
of every 4 children live in 
poverty. For a typical par- 
ent with two. children. in 
that part of Richmond, the 
expanded tax credit would 
raise income by almost 
41%. 

The tax credit is as much 
about keeping people 
in the middle class as if is 
about lifting up the poor. 
Katie Strelka, of Brookfield, 
Wisconsin, was laid off from 
her job as a beauty and 
hair care products buyer 
for the Kohl's department 
store chain in September 
as the pandemic tightened 
its grip on the country. She 
and her sons, 3-year-old 
Oliver and 7-year-old Rob- 
ert, were left to depend on 
her husband’s income as 
a consultant for retirement 
services. The family was 
already struggling to pay 
for her husband's kidney 
transplant five years earlier 
and his ongoing therapies 
before she was laid off, she 
said. 

With no job prospects, Strel- 
ka reenrolled in college to 
study social work in Febru- 
ary. Last month she landed 
a new job as an assistant 
executive director for the 
nonprofit International As- 
sociation for Orthodontics. 
Now she needs day care 
again. 

That amounts to $1,000 a 
week for both kids. 

All the tax credit money will 
go to cover that, said Strel- 
KG 37, 

“Every little bit is going to 
helo right now,” she said. 
“I’m paying for school out- 
of-pocket. I’m paying for 
the boys’ stuff. The cost of 
food and everything else 
has gone up. We're just re- 
ally thankful. The tide feels 
like it’s turning.”) 
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Surgeon general urges U.S. fight against COVID misinformation 


By DAVID KLEPPER 
Associated Press 

U.S. Surgeon General Vivek 
Murthy on Thursday called 
for a national effort to fight 
misinformation about COV- 
ID-19 and vaccines, urging 
tech companies, health 
care workers, journalists 
and everyday Americans 
to do more to address an 
“urgent threat” to public 
health. In a 22-page ad- 
visory, his first as President 
Joe Biden’s surgeon gener- 
al, Murthy wrote that bogus 
claims have led people to 
reject vaccines and pub- 
lic health advice on masks 
and social distancing, un- 
dermining efforts to end 
the coronavirus pandemic 
and putting lives at risk. The 
warning comes as the pace 
of COVID-19 vaccinations 
has slowed throughout the 
U.S., In part because of 
vaccine opposition fueled 
by unsubstantiated claims 
about the safety of immuni- 
zations and despite the U.S. 
death toll recently passing 
600,000. 

Murthy, who also served 
as surgeon general under 
President Barack Obama, 
noted that surgeon gener- 
al advisories have typically 
focused on physical threats 
to health, such as tobac- 
co. Misinformation about 
COVID-19, deemed = an 
“infodemic” by the World 
Health Organization, can 
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Surgeon General Dr. Vivek Murthy speaks during the daily briefing at the White House in Washington, 


Thursday, July 15, 2021. 


be just as deadly, he said. 
“Misinformation poses 
an imminent and_ insidi- 
ous threat to our nation’s 
health,” Murthy said during 
remarks to reporters Thurs- 
day at the White House. 
“We must confront misin- 
formation as a nation. Lives 
are depending on it.” 
Given the role the internet 
plays in spreading health 
misinformation, Murthy said 


technology companies 
and social media platforms 
must make meaningful 


changes to their products 
and software to reduce the 


soread of misinformation 
while increasing access to 


authoritative, fact-based 
SOUICEeS. 
Too often, he said, the 


platforms are builf to en- 
courage, not counter, the 
spread of misinformation. 

“We are asking them fo 
step up,” Murthy said. “We 
can't wait longer for them 
to take aggressive action.” 
The criticism is not new, 
and Facebook, YouTube, 
Twitter and other platforms 
have defended their work 
to stem the tide of misin- 
formation. In a response to 
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Murthy, Twitter noted that 
it has removed more than 
40,000 pieces of content 
that violated its COVID-19 
misinformation rules. 

“We agree with the sur- 
geon general,” Twitter said 
in a statement. “Tackling 
health misinformation takes 
a whole-of-society ap- 
oroach.” 

Murthy’s recommendoa- 
tions went beyond tech 
firms. Teachers, he said, 
should expand lessons on 
media literacy and _ criti- 
cal thinking. Journalists, he 
suggested, should work to 


responsibly debunk health 
misinformation without in- 
advertently spreading _ it 
further. And public health 
professionals, he added, 
should do a better job an- 
swering questions and ex- 
plaining why public health 
guidelines sometimes 
change based on new in- 
formation. 

As for everyday Americans, 
Murthy urged them to verify 
questionable health infor- 
mation with trusted sources 
like the U.S. Centers for Dis- 
ease Control and Preven- 
tion and to exercise critical 
thinking when exposed to 
unverified claims. If people 
have loved ones or friends 
who believe or soread mis- 
information, he said, it’s 
best to engage by listening 
and asking questions rather 
than by confronting them. 
While some groups that 
oush health misinformation 
do so for profit or other mo- 
tives, many Americans may 
be spreading false informa- 
tion without realizing it, ac- 
cording to the advisory. 
“Misinformation hasn't just 
harmed our physical health 
— if has also divided our 
families, friends, and com- 
munities,” Murthy wrote in 
the advisory. “The only way 
to address health misinfor- 
mation is to recognize that 
all of us, in every sector of 
society, have a responsibil- 
ity to act.”L) 





$10 million rewards bolster 


anti-ransomware bid 


By FRANK BAJAK 

AP Technology Writer 
BOSTON (AP) — The State 
Department will offer re- 
wards up to $10 million for 
information leading to the 
identification of anyone 
engaged in foreign state- 
sanctioned malicious cy- 
ber activity, including ran- 
somware attacks, against 
critical U.S. infrastructure. 
A task force set up by the 
White House will coordi- 
nate efforts to stem the ran- 
somware scourge. 

The Biden administration is 
also out with a website, sto- 
pransomweare.gov, that of- 
fers the public resources for 
countering the threat and 
building more resilience 


into networks, a senior ad- 
ministration official told re- 
porters. 

In another move Thursday, 
the Treasury Department's 
Financial Crimes Enforce- 
ment Network will work with 
banks, technology com- 
panies and others on bet- 
ter anti-money-laundering 
efforts for cryotocurrency 
and more rapid tracing 
of ransomware proceeds, 
which are paid in virtual 
currency. 

The rewards come. from 
the State Department's Re- 
wards for Justice program. 
It will offer a Tfips-reporting 
mechanism on the dark 
web fo protect sources 
who might identify cyber 


White House 


attackers and/or their lo- 
cations, and reward pay- 
ments may include crypto- 
currency, the agency said 
in a statement. 

The administration official 
would not comment on 
whether the U.S. govern- 
ment had a hand in Tues- 
day's online disappear- 
ance of REvil, the Russian- 
linked gang responsible 
for a July 2 supply chain 
ransomware attack that 
crippled well over 1,000 or- 
ganizations globally by tar- 
geting Florida-based soft- 
ware provider Kaseya. Ran- 
somware scrambles entire 
networks of data, which 
criminals unlock when they 
get paid. 





This Feb 23, 2019, file photo shows the inside of a computer in 
Jersey City, N.J. 


Cybersecurity experts say 
REvil may have decided 
to drop out of sight and re- 
brand under a new name, 
as If and several other ran- 
somware gangs have done 
in the past fo try to throw 
off law enforcement. 
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Another possibility is that 
Russian President Vladimir 
Putin actually heeded Pres- 
ident Joe Biden’s warning 
of repercussions if he didn’t 
rein in ransomware.§ crimi- 
nals, who enjoy safe harbor 
in Russia and allied states.) 
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Ist female sailor completes Navy special warfare training 


By LOLITA C. BALDOR 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — For 
the first time, a female sailor 
has successfully completed 
the grueling 37-week train- 
ing course to become a 
Naval Special Warfare 
combatant-craft crewman 
— the boat operators who 
transport Navy SEALs and 
conduct their own. classi- 
fied missions at sea. 

Navy officials said they 
would not identify the wom- 
an or provide more details 
on her — a routine military 
policy for special opera- 
tions forces. She was one of 
17 sailors fo graduate and 
receive their pins on Thurs- 
day. She is also the first of 
18 women who have tried 
out for a job as a SWCC or 
a SEAL to succeed. 

The — sailor's graduation 
marks just the latest inroad 
that women have made 
into some of the military’s 
most difficult and competi- 
tive commando jobs — just 
five years after all com- 
bat posts were opened to 
them. She will now head to 
one of Naval Special War- 
fare’s three special boat 
teams. 

“Becoming the first female 
to graduate from a Naval 
Special Warfare training 
pipeline is an  extraordi- 
nary accomplishment and 
we are incredibly proud 
of our teammate,” said 
Rear Adm. H.W. Howard Ill, 
the commander of Naval 
Special Warfare. “Like her 
fellow operators, she dem- 
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In this May 4, 2020 photo provided by the U.S. Navy, SEAL candidates participating in “surf 








immersion” during Basic Underwater Demolition/SEAL (BUD/S) training at the Naval Special 
Warfare (NSW) Center in Coronado, Calif. 


onstrated the character, 
cognitive and leadership 
attributes required to join 
our force.” 

“She and her fellow gradu- 
ates have the opportunity 
to become experts in clan- 
destine special operations, 
as well as manned and un- 
manned platforms to de- 
liver distinctive capabilities 
to our Navy, and the joint 
force in defense of the na- 
tion,” Howard added. 

Of the 18 females who 
have sought a Navy spe- 
cial operations job, 14 did 
not complete the course. 
Three of them, however, 
are currently still in the train- 
ing pipeline, one for SWCC 
and two attempting to be- 


come SEALs. Overall, ac- 
cording to the Navy, only 
about 35 percent of the 
men and women who be- 
gin the training for SWCC 
actually graduate. 

A year ago, a female sol- 
dier became the first wom- 
an to complete the Army's 
elite Soecial Forces course 
and join one of the alll- 
male Green Beret teams. 
One other female soldier 
has finished training and 
will report to her assigned 
Special Forces group next 
month, and another will be 
attending the Military Freef- 
all School next month, and 
then will report to her team. 
So far, No women have 
successfully completed 
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Marine special operations 
training. Marine spokes- 
man Maj. Hector Infante 
said that since August 
2016, nine females have aft- 
tempted to get through the 
assessment and selection 
process. He said two candi- 
dates made it through the 
second phase, but didn’t 
meet performance expec- 
tations and, along with a 
number of male counter- 
parts, didn’t get selected 
to continue. 

He said that only about 40 
percent of the more than 
1,200 Marines who went 
through the course since 
2016 successfully complet- 
ed if. 

Air Force Lt. Col. Malinda 


Singleton said that at of this 
month, there are two enllist- 
ed females in the Air Force 
Special Warfare — training 
pipeline for combat jobs 
that opened to women in 
2015. One has completed 
the assessment and selec- 
tion course and will be eli- 
gible for an assignment in 
Qa special operations job as 
soon as she finishes some 
final training. The other 
woman is in the prepara- 
tory course and hasn't yet 
made it to the assessment 
phase. 

While Navy SEALs often 
grab the headlines for 
high-risk missions, the crew 
that operate the boats and 
weapons systems during 
raids and classified opera- 
tions also go through an ex- 
tensive selection and train- 
INg process. 

The training to become a 
combatant craft crewman 
comes after the Navy’s ini- 
tial recruit boot camp, and 
includes a two-month pre- 
oaratory course, a three- 
week orientation at the Na- 
val Soecial Warfare Center 
in Coronado, Calif., and 
seven weeks where they 
learn basic navigation and 
water skill, as well as physi- 
cal conditioning and safe- 
Ty. 

At the end of those seven 
weeks IS GQ 72-hour Cruci- 
ble called “The Tour.” That 
event — which tests their 
grit and physical tough- 
ness — Is the most frequent 
point of failure for the 
candidates.) 
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A crowd of people wait in line outside the U.S. Passport Agency, 
Thursday July 15, 2021, in St. Albans, Vt. 


By LISA RATHKE 

Associated Press 

ST. ALBANS, Vt. (AP) — 
The U.S. Passport Agency 
ended its no appointment 
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walk-in service at its Ver- 
mont's office after if was 
overwhelmed by people 
seeking the documents 
amid a backlog of 1.5 mil- 


U.S. Passport Agency ends 


service at Vermont office 


lion requests nationwide, 
the State Department said 
Thursday. 

Dozens of desperate trav- 
elers from throughout the 
Northeast had been travel- 
ing to the St. Albans office 
after getting word people 
could get passports on the 
spot and struggling to make 
appointments at other of- 
fices. The Vermont Passport 
Agency had been offering 
appointment slots from no- 
shows fo last-minute Cus- 
tomers on its premises, the 
State Department said in a 
statement on Thursday. 


More than 20 people, in- 
cluding small = children, 
were waiting outside the 
Vermont office Thursday 
despite the policy change. 
“| think it’s unfair that you're 
going to change your poli- 
cy overnight and not notify 
anybody,” said Dina Singh 
who arrived in Vermont at 
5:30 a.m. on Thursday after 
driving overnight from New 
York with her husband and 
their 5-year-old daughter. 

Singh said her family is sup- 
posed to fly out on Friday 
for a trio with other relatives, 
including grandparents, to 


walk-in 


St. Martin and had been 
trying for weeks to get an 
appointment in New York 
without SUCCEéSS. 

On Wednesday, the State 
Department said that the 
wait for a passport is now 
between 12 weeks and 18 
weeks, even if people pay 
for expedited processing. 
That's because of ripple 
effects from the coronavi- 
rus pandemic that caused 
extreme disruptions to the 
process at domestic issu- 
ance facilities and over- 
seas embassies and consul- 
ates. _) 
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By FRANK JORDANS 
Associated Press 

BERLIN (AP) — More than 50 
people have died and doz- 
ens were missing Thursday 
as heavy flooding in Ger- 
many and Belgium turned 
streams and streets into 
raging torrents that swept 
away cars and caused 
houses fo collapse. 

Recent storms across parts 
of western Europe made 
rivers and reservoirs burst 
their banks, triggering flash 
floods overnight after the 
saturated soil couldn't ab- 
soro any more water. 

“| grieve for those who 
have lost their lives in this 
disaster,” German Chan- 
cellor Angela Merkel said 
during a visit to Washing- 
ton, expressing shock at the 
scope of the flooding. “We 
still don’t know the number. 
But it will be many.” 

She pledged that every- 
thing would be done to 
find those still missing, add- 
ing: “' Heavy rain and flood- 
ing’ doesn’t capture what 
happened.” 

Authorities in North Rhine- 
Westphalia state said at 
least 30 people had died, 
while 19 deaths were re- 
ported in Rhineland-Palati- 
nate state to the south. Bel- 
gian media reported eight 
deaths in that country. 
Among the worst-hit Ger- 
man villages was Schuld, 
where several homes col- 
lapsed and dozens of peo- 
ole remained unaccount- 
ed for. 

Rescue operations were 
hampered by blocked 
roads and phone and in- 
ternet outages across the 
Eifel, a volcanic region of 
rolling hills and small val- 
leys. Some villages were 
reduced to rubble as old 
brick and timber houses 
couldn't withstand the sud- 
den rush of water, often 
carrying trees and other 
debris as if gushed through 
narrow streets. 

Karl-Heinz Grimm, who had 
come to help his parents in 
Schuld, said he had never 
seen the small Ahr River 
surge in such a deadly tor- 
rent. 

“This night, it was like mad- 
ness,’ he said. 

Dozens of people had to 
be rescued from the roofs 


of their houses with inflat- 
able boats and helicopters. 
Hundreds of soldiers were 
deployed to assist in the 
rescue efforts. 

“There are people dead, 
there are people missing, 
there are many who are 
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Over 50 dead, dozens missing as severe floods strike Europe 


Major highways were in- 
Undated in southern and 
eastern parts of the coun- 
try, and the railway said all 
trains were halted. 

In Liege, a city of 200,000, 
the Meuse River overflowed 
its banks Thursday and the 


paid tribute to them and 
pledged swift help for those 
affected. 

“We don't know the extent 
of the damage yet, but we 
won't leave the communi- 
ties, the people affected 
alone,” he said during a 





A car floats in the Meuse River during heavy flooding in Liege, Belgium, Thursday, July 15, 2021. 


still in danger,” the gover- 
nor of Rhineland-Palatinate 
state, Malu Dreyer, told the 
regional parliament. “We 
have never seen such a 
disaster. It’s really devastat- 
ing.” 

The 52nd Civil Engineer 
squadron and several vol- 
unteers from the U.S. air 
base at Spangdahlem 
filed and distributed hun- 
dreds of sandbags to help 
protect homes and _ busi- 
nesses in the area, the U.S. 
European Command said. 
In Belgium, the Vesdre 
River spilled over its banks 
and sent water churning 
through the streets of Pe- 
pinster, near Liege, where 
a rescue operation by fire- 
fighters went wrong when 
a small boat capsized and 
three elderly people disap- 


peared. 
“Unfortunately, they were 
quickly engulfed,” said 


Mayor Philippe Godin. “l 
fear they are dead.” 

In Verviers, the prosecutor's 
office said several bodies 
had been found but could 
not confirm local media re- 
ports that four people were 
killed there. 


mayor asked people living 
nearby to move fo higher 
ground. 

European Union Commis- 
sion President Ursula von 
der Leyen pledged to help, 
tweeting: “My thoughts 
are with the families of the 
victims of the devastat- 
ing floods in Belgium, Ger- 
many, Luxembourg and 
the Netherlands and those 
who have lost their homes.” 
The full extent of the dam- 
age was still unclear, with 
many villages cut off by 
floods and landslides that 
made roads impassable. 
Videos on social media 
showed cars floating down 
streets and houses partially 
collapsed. 

Many of the dead were 
only discovered after flood- 
waters receded. 
Authorities in the Rhine-Sieg 
county south of Cologne 
ordered the evacuation of 
several villages below the 
Steinbach reservoir amid 
fears a dam could break. 
Two firefighters died in res- 
cue operations in North- 
Rhine Westphalia, Germa- 
ny’s most populous state. 
Gov. Armin Laschet 
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visit to the city of the flood- 
hit city of Hagen. 

Laschef, a conservative 
who is running to succeed 
Merkel as chancellor in 
this fall’s election, said the 
Unusually heavy — storms 
and an earlier heat wave 
could be linked to climate 
change. 

Political opponents have 
criticized Laschet, the son 
of a miner, for supporting 
the region’s coal industry 
and hampering the expan- 
sion of wind power during 
his tenure. 

Stefan Rahmstorf, a pro- 
fessor of ocean physics at 
the Potsdam Institute for 
Climate Impact Research, 
said it was unclear whether 
the extreme rainfall seen in 
Germany was a direct re- 
sult of planetary warming. 
“But one can state that 
such events are becom- 
Ing more frequent due to 
global warming,” he told 
The Associated Press, not- 
ing that warmer air can ab- 
soro more water vapor that 
eventually falls as rain. 

“The increase in heavy 
rain and decrease in days 
with weak rain is now also 


clearly seen in observa- 
tional data, especially in 
the mid-northern latitudes, 
which includes Germany,” 
Rahmstorf said. 

The weakening of the sum- 
mer circulation of the at- 
mosphere, causing longer- 
lasting weather patterns 
such as heat waves or con- 
tinuous rain, might also play 
a role, he added. 

Rainfall eased later Thurs- 
day across Germany, al- 
though water levels on the 
Mosel and Rhine rivers were 
expected fo continue ris- 
INg. 

In the Netherlands, King 
Willem-Alexander and_ his 
wife, Queen Maxima, visit- 
ed the hard-hit Dutch town 
of Valkenburg on Thursday 
evening to support resi- 
dents and emergency ser- 
vices. Flooding turned the 
main street info a torrent 
of brown water, inundating 
homes and businesses. 

The Dutch government 
sent about 70 troops to the 
southern province of Lim- 
burg late Wednesday to 
help with evacuations and 
filling sandbags. Authorities 
said they expect to evacu- 
ate homes near swollen 
rivers Friday as water from 
Germany and Belgium 
churns through the Nether- 
lands. 

IN northeastern France, 
heavy rains flooded veg- 
etable fields, many homes 
and a World War | museum 
in Romagne-sous-Montfau- 
con. 

Firefighters evacuated 
people from campgrounds 
around the town of Fresnes- 
en-Woevre, according to 
the local firefighter service. 
Bastille Day fireworks were 
canceled in some small 
towns. 

The Aire River rose to its 
highest levels in 30 years in 
some areas, according to 
local newspaper L’Est Re- 
publicain.The equivalent 
of two months of rain has 
fallen in some areas over 
two days, according to the 
French national weather 
service, with flood warnings 
issued for 10 regions. 

No injuries or deaths have 
been reported, but fore- 
casters warned of mud- 
slides and more rain on 
Friday.) 
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25,000 troops deployed to quell South Africa riots, 117 dead 


By ANDREW MELDRUM and 
MOGOMOTSI MAGOME 
Associated Press 
JOHANNESBURG (AP) — 
South Africa’s army began 
deploying 25,000 troops 
Thursday to assist police 
in quelling weeklong riots 
sparked by the imprison- 
ment of former President 
Jacob Zuma. At least 117 
people have been killed 
in the violence, authorities 
sald. 

In one of the largest de- 
ployments of soldiers since 
the end of white minor- 
ity rule in 1994, the govern- 
ment said 10,000 soldiers 
were on the. streets by 
Thursday morning and the 
South African National De- 
fence Force has also called 
Up all of its reserve force of 
12,000 troops. 

In a show of force, a con- 
voy of more than a dozen 
armored personnel carriers 
brought soldiers Thursday 
into Gauteng province, 
South Africa's most Popu- 
lous, which includes the 
largest city, Johannesburg, 
and the capital, Pretoria. 
Buses, trucks, airolanes and 
helicopters were also being 
used to move the large de- 
ployment of troops to trou- 
ble spots in Gauteng and 


= ei 


= | ea ee = Se Pg 
.! ae gat i 
: | Ve s | 


Sed Fall = 





South African Defence Force soldiers on patrol alongside the male single sex hostels in Alexandra 
Township, north of Johannesburg, Thursday, July 15 2021. 


KwaZulu-Natal province 
that have seen a week of 
violence in mainly poor ar- 
eas. 

The violence erupted last 
week after Zuma began 
serving a 15-month sen- 
tence for contempt of 
court for refusing to com- 
oly with a court order to 
testify at a state-backed 
inquiry investigating allega- 


tions of corruption while he 
was president from 2009 to 
2018. 

The protests in Gauteng 
and KwaZulu-Natal esca- 
lated into a spree of theft 
in township areas, although 
it has not spread to South 
Africa’s seven other prov- 
inces, where police are on 
alert. 

More than 2,200 people 


Associated Press 


have been arrested for 
theft and vandalism and 
117 have died, Knumbudzo 
Ntshavheni, acting minis- 
ter in the presidency said 
Thursday. Many of those 
killed were trampled _ in 
chaotic stampedes when 
shops were being looted, 
according to police. 

The armed patrols have 
brought stability TO 
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Gauteng, South Africa's 
most populous province, 
which includes Johan- 
nesburg, the country’s 
largest city. Army troops 
stood guard at the large 
Maponya mall in Soweto, 
which was one of the few 
retail centers not badly hit 
by the rampaging but re- 
mained closed. 

Volunteer groups cleaned 
Up shattered glass and de- 
bris from shops that had 
been stormed and looted 
in Johannesburg's Soweto, 
Alexandra and Vosloorus 
areas. 

“| sooke to some of the 
guys who are unemployed 
in my area to come and 
helo. The mayor support- 
ed us with transport to get 
here. We came here with 
two buses,” said George 
Moswetsa, a resident of 
Vosloorus in eastern Johan- 
nesburg who was helping 
to clean up a mall that had 
been trashed. 

The unrest, however, con- 
tinued Thursday in KwaZulu- 
Natal, Zuma’s home prov- 
ince. There were renewed 
attacks On shopping cen- 
ters and several factories 
and warehouses were 
smoldering after being hit 
by arson attacks.L] 


China says U.S. measures on Xinjiang threaten global trade 


By JOE McDONALD 

AP Business Writer 

BEIJING (AP) — China's 
government rejected U.S. 
accusations of forced la- 
bor in Xinjiang and ac- 
cused Washington on 
Thursday of hurting global 
trade after lawmakers en- 
dorsed import curos and 
American companies 
were warmed they face le- 
gal risks if they do business 
with the region. 

The measures add fo ris- 
INg pressure On COompa- 
nies that buy clothing, 
cotton, tomatoes and 
other goods from Xinjiang, 
where the ruling Com- 
munist Party is accused of 
holding more than 1 million 
members of mostly Muslim 
ethnic groups in deten- 
tion camps. Washington 
has blocked some imports, 
while Beijing has whipped 


Uo Chinese consumer an- 
ger at brands that express 
concern about possible 
forced labor. 

“The so-called human 
rights and forced labor Is- 
sues In Xinjiang are com- 
pletely inconsistent with 
the facts,” said a Ministry 
of Commerce spokesman, 
Gao Feng. 

“The U.S. approach has 
seriously undermined the 
security and stability of the 
global industrial chain and 
supply chain,” he said. 
“China firmly opposes if.” 
Gao gave no indication 
of possible Chinese retali- 
ation. 

The latest measure ap- 
oroved Wednesday by the 
U.S. Senate would block 
imports of goods made 
with forced labor in Xinji- 
ang. The bill requires ap- 
proval from the House of 


Representatives. 

On Tuesday, the Com- 
merce Department 
and five other agencies 
warmed companies with 
ties to the region they “run 
a high risk” of violating U.S. 
laws against forced labor. 
IN Unusually forceful lan- 
guage, they said Beijing 
carries out “genocide and 
crimes against humanity” 
In Xinjiang including im- 
orisonment, torture, rape, 
forced sterilization, forced 
labor and “draconian re- 
strictions’” On movement 
and religion. 

Chinese officials deny ac- 
cusations of abuses in Xin- 
jiang. They say the camps 
are for job training and 
combating radicalism. 
Washington and the Euro- 
pean Union have imposed 
travel and financial sanc- 
tions on Chinese officials 


accused of abuses in Xinji- 
ang. The United States has 
blocked imports of cotton, 
tomatoes and materials 
to make solar panels from 
companies suspected of 
using forced labor. 


Beijing retaliated by an- 
nouncing unspecified pen- 
alties against American 


and European officials, a 
European think tank and 
two European researchers 
who study Xinjiang.L) 





In this April 23, 2021, file photo, a person stands in a tower on the 


perimeter of the Number 3 Detention Center in Dabancheng in 
western China's Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous Region. 


Associated Press 
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By MARK STEVENSON 
Associated Press 

MEXICO CITY (AP) — The 
Mexican government of- 
ficially abandoned the 
policy of maintaining a fish- 
ing-free zone around the 
last 10 or so remaining va- 
quita marina. The measure 
announced Wednesday 
replaces the __ fishing-free 
“zero tolerance” zone in 
the upper Gulf of California 
with a sliding scale of pun- 
ishments if more than 60 
boats are seen in the area 
on multiple occasions. 
Given that Mexico has 
been unable to enforce 
the current restrictions — 
which bans boats in the 
small area the sliding-scale 
punishments also seem 
doomed to irrelevance. 
Environmental experts say 
the move essentially aban- 
dons the world’s most en- 
dangered marine mam- 
mal to the gill nets that trap 
and drown them. The nets 
are set for totoaba, a fish 
whose swim bladder is a 
delicacy in China, and sells 
for thousands of dollars per 
pound (kilogram). 

Alex Olivera, the Mexico 
reoresentative for the Cen- 





In this July 8, 2017 file photo, a young woman with the World Wildlife Fund carries a papier mache 
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Mexico abandons fishing-free zone for endangered porpoise 
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replica of the critically endangered porpoise known as the vaquita marina, during an event in 
front of the National Palace in Mexico City. 


ter for Biological Diversity, 
said the rules establish a 
sliding scale of responses 
to a situation that shouldn't 
be allowed to occur in the 
first place. For example, 
the Agriculture and Fisher- 
ies Department says it will 
use 60% of its enforcement 
personnel if 20 fishing boats 
or less are seen in the re- 
stricted area. “This is stupid. 


They are waiting to count 
boats in an area desig- 
nated as ‘zero tolerance,’ 
where there shouldn't be a 
single boat,” Olivera said. 
“They are letting in dozens 
of boats.” 

“This is the end of the con- 
cept of zero tolerance,” 
Olivera said. “There is just 
going to be dissuasion.” 
One conservation expert 


Cuba's leader lays some blame for 
protests on his government 


HAVANA (AP) — Cuban 
President Miguel Diaz-Ca- 
nel for the first time is of- 
fering some self-criticism 
while saying that govern- 
ment shortcomings in han- 
dling shortages and other 
oroblems played a role in 
this week’s protests. 

But in a televised address 
Wednesday night he also 
z. teres 
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Special forces police patrol past the Riviera hotel in Havana, 


Eqled on Cubdns i© nel 
act with hate a reference 
to the violence that oc- 
curred at some of the rare 
street demonstrations § in 
which protesters voiced 
grievances over high 
prices, food shortages 


and power outages, while 
some people also called 
for a change in the gov- 
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Cuba, Wednesday, July 14, 2021, days after protests. 


Associated Press 


ernment. Until now, the 
Cuban government had 
only blamed social media 
and the U.S. government 
for the weekend protests, 
which were the biggest 
seen in Cuba since a quar- 
ter century ago, when 
then-President Fidel Cas- 
tro personally went into 
the streets fo calm crowds 
of thousands furious over 
dire shortages following 
the collapse of the Soviet 
Union and its economic 
subsidies for the island. 
Diaz-Canel, however, said 
that failings by the state 
played a role in the unrest. 
“We have to gain experi- 
ence from the disturbanc- 
es,’ he said. “We also 
have to carry out a critical 
analysis of our problems 
In order to act and over- 
come, and avoid their 
repetition.” L) 


Associated Press 


who is familiar with the 
case, but who cannot be 
quoted by name for fear of 
repercussions, said the new 
rules “imply not protecting 
the vaquita.” 

“It appears that fisheries 
authorities want to drive 
the vaquita to extinction,” 
the expert said. 

Two ships from the conser- 
vationist group Sea Shep- 


herd have worked with 
Mexican marines to try to 
grab banned fishing nets 
from the area, but they are 
frequently outnumbered 
and attacked by fisher- 
men, who have no fear at 
all of the marines. 

In January, two fishermen 
rammed their small boat 
into a larger vessel used by 
Sea Shepherd to haul out 
nets. Sea Shepherd said its 
vessel, the Farley Mowat, 
was pulling illegal gill nets 
out of the waters of the 
gulf, also Known as the Sea 
of Cortez, when people on 
a group of about a half 
dozen small, open fishing 
boats began tossing gaso- 
line bombs at the vessel, 
setting the bow and anoth- 
er part of the ship afire. 

The nets confiscated by 
Sea Shepherd vessels are 
expensive, so _ fishermen 
often harass the conserva- 
tionists’ boats to try to get 
them back. The fishermen 
claim they have not re- 
ceived compensation from 
the Mexican government 
for lost fishing income. 


Groups representing fisher- 
men were not immediately 
available to comment.) 
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Taste fmithess possibilities of Infini, where Chef Urvin Croes and his team oxplores 
without boundaries and slaps with both feat outside of the bax to create his most 
sensational dishes yor. This meoticulously designed restaurant located inside Blue 
Residences on scenic Eagle Booch is a chef's table concept wiih limiied seating 
where diners are oble to interact with the staff and other guests alike throughout 


the evening, 


$ Courses You Will Never Forget 





Reserve Your Seats 
Dinner Awaits 


af +297 699 3982 

© weww.infiniarubo.com 
9 |.£. Irousquin Blvd 266 
f InfiniAruba 
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AUA Airport's recovery continued during June 2021 


84,754 passengers departed in June 2021 





ORANJESTAD —- Aruba Aijir- 
port Authority N.V. (AAA) 
can report on AUA Airport's 
performance for June 2021, 
another month of solid re- 
covery since the pandemic 
hit back in March 2020. 


In June 2021, AUA Airport 
handled 84,754 departing 
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passengers. The amount of 
departing passengers was 
20% more than the month 
before. During the past 
month, AUA Airport recov- 
ered 80% of the number of 
departing passengers who 
departed in 2019 during 
that same month. In June 
2021, 74,566 passengers 


(pax) traveled to the USS., 
4,384 pax to Europe, 2,235 
pax to the Netherlands An- 
tiles, and 3,569 pax to Latin 
America. The total depar- 
tures during June are 83% 
more than what was fore- 
casted for this month. 


An average outbound Pas- 


The New Downtown Living 


Get your Own Ocean 





(+297) 594 6395 


Weststraat 2 , Oranjestad, Aruba 
sales(@harbourhousearuba.com 


Front Condo 


Over 80% 
Already 
Sold 


www.harbourhousearuba.com 







senger Load Factor (PLF) of 
80% (number of occupied 
seats of the total amount of 
seats Onboard an aircraft 
when departing from AUA 
Airoort) was reached for 
the US Market during June 
2021. The average PLF for 
all markets was 78% during 
that same period (com- 


pared to 2019, where the 
average PLF for all markets 





was 85%). 


During the past month, 
AUA Airport averaged 26 
flights per day, down from 
35 daily flights during the 
same period in 2019. In 
June 2020, we only han- 
dled 53 flights in the full 
month while our national 
border was closed for com- 
mercial operations.) 
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ecial honoring 


at Amsterdam Manor 
Beach Resort 


EAGLE BEACH — Recent- 
ly, Kimberley Richard- 
son of the Aruba Tourism 
Authority had the great 
pleasure to honor Aruba’s 
loyal and friendly visi- 
tors as Distinguished Visi- 
tors of Aruba. The Distin- 
guished Visitor certificate 
is presented on behalf of 
the Minister of Tourism, as 
a token of appreciation 
and to say ‘Masha Dan- 
ki’, to the guests who visit 
Aruba 10 years and more 
consecutively. 


It was Mr. Bob & Mrs. Joan 
Grabowski’s turn to get 
recognized. They have 
been visiting Aruba for 16 
years! Their two daugh- 
ters ages 4 and 6 have 
been to Aruba over 15 
years combined. 

It is incredibly nice to see 
that Aruba has so many 
loyal visitors who _ still 
come year after year. 


and 
thoughtful family stated 
that they love the island 


This wonderful 


very much, especially 
for its year-round sunny 
weather, nice sandy 
beaches and _ pictur- 
esque sunsets, its safety, 
and Aruba’s warm and 
friendly people whom 
have become like family 
to them. This couple not 
only fell in-love with the 
“One Happy Island” but 
they even got engaged 
and married here! 


Richardson together with 
the representatives of 
the Amsterdam Manor 
Beach Resort Aruba pre- 
sented the certificate to 
the honorees, handed 
over some presents and 
also thanked them for 
choosing Aruba as their 
favorite vacation desti- 
nation and as their home- 
away-from-home.l) 
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BINGO IS BACK! WATCH FOR RETURN OF MONDAY MADNESS 
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We're giving away 
$50 Free Slot Play 
to lucky slot and table 
game players every 
30 minutes from 
7pm to Midnight! 
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Through unexpected circumstances and beyond 
Playa Linda keeps vacation momentum going 








PALM BEACH - Playa Linda Beach Resort's 
ability to deliver an outstanding vaca- 
tion experience, even during the height 
of unusual times, has been borne out in 
occupancy that is now very close to pre- 
pandemic levels. The momentum of its un- 
stoppable hospitality has been driven by 
an equal measure of new ideas and an ad- 
herence to well-established core values. At 
the heart of the popular timeshare’s success 
has been teamwork, and the sense of fam- 
ily it fosters among owners, guests as well as 
employees. 








“Even during the most uncertain times, we 
pivoted to make the most of unexpected 
downtime. We used the opportunity to 
soeed up existing renovation plans as well 
as launch new initiatives and resort projects 
with an eye on fortifying our position as a 
top choice for a safe, unforgettable Aruba 
stay,” comments General Manager Peter 
van Grinsven. “Our team of employees was 
essential to the effort. We worked to keep 
everyone involved, on the job and focused 
on the end goal of offering our best.” 


The results have been undeniable, not only 
in the soeed at which Playa Linda has re- 
gained its near normal occupancy rate, but 
also in being able to retain all of its ameni- 
ties as well as debut additional options such 
as the brand new Fisherman's Hut restau- 
rant. Beautification efforts were realized 
with even more upgrades to the common 
areas, including newly renovated beach- 
side bathrooms, construction of an addi- 
tional poolside Jacuzzi and landscaping 
enhanced throughout the resort property. 
Playa Linda was also able to complete the 
full renovation of all its soacious suites. At 
the same time, the resort put extra emphasis 
on maintaining new health and safety pro- 
tocols, establishing an on-property testing 
center for guests as well as in providing ad- 
ditional support to employees in protecting 
their health and promoting vaccinations. At 
oresent, nearly 82% of Playa Linda employ- 
ees are fully vaccinated. 
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“We always receive glowing commentary 


from guests about the friendliness and high 
level of service they receive from Playa Lin- 
da employees. We don't take our employ- 
ees’ dedication to the job for granted, and 
endeavor to show equal commitment to 
our team members,” explains the General 
Manager: “We kept our full staff in place, 
both employees as well as contractors, 
at full pay and without using government 
wage subsidies, throughout the pandemic 
circumstances. Management and Co-op 
Board, and with the support of ourmember- 
shio, made it our priority to make sure we 
brought everyone through the difficult times 
and back to our sought after return to nor- 
malcy.” 


It is been no small feat, but Playa Linda, 
strengthened by its 38-year history, graced 
by an undeniably enviable Palm Beach lo- 
cation and with its loyal base of fans among 
both guests and employees, has certainly 
earned its rosy outlook for the future. The 
recent launch of a brand-new website of 
playalinda.com further touts the many as- 
pects of what makes this resort truly soecial, 
within the already special destination of 
Aruba. 









THE SHOPS 
AT ALHAMBRA CASINO 





Offering a wide variety of Retail & Dining Outlets, 


Salon & Spa Services, Souvenirs and more. 


Dunkin Donuts | Baskin Robbins | Fusion Piano & Wine Bar 
Hungry Piranha | Twist of Flavors | Juan Valdez Café 


The Brownstone Ribs & Seafood | Subway 
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“We are grateful for everyone who holds a 
connection to the Playa Linda, lucky for our 
circumstances and ready to get back to 
simply doing what we do best,” concludes 
the general manager. 


The popular timeshare of Playa Linda Beach 
Resort is welcoming back owners and guests 
to Its prime Palm Beach location with greater 
resort offerings and improved aesthetic ap- 
peal to better maximize the Aruba vacation 
experience. All its efforts are right on track in 
adhering fo Its ultimate goal of exceptional 
vacation experiences and effortless enjoy- 
ment of outstanding resort stays. 








Playa Linda Beach Resort Aruba sits beach- 
side on world famous Palm Beach, and at 
the center of the island’s best selection of 
dining, shopping and activity options. It’s 
215 spacious suites -- featuring nine different 
suite categories, each with fully-equipped 
kitchens — and resort amenities including 
on-property laundry facilities, two pools, two 
Jacuzzis, concierge services, daily activity 
program and varied dining and shopping 
options, create an upscale, Community- 
centered environment for families, couples 
and friend groups seeking Aruba hospitality 
at its finest. L) 
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PALM BEACH - Paseo Her- 
encia continues with its 
Mural Art projects around 
the Paseo Herencia Plaza 
with the local artist “Omaira 
Silva”. 


About the Local Artist 
Omaira is a kind, motivated 
and inspiration driven local 
artist, who has brought her 
artistic creation to Paseo 
Herencia. With her active 
spirit and enjoyment in her 
work, everyone in Paseo 
Herencia including tourists 
were involved and excited 
with her mosaic creation. 


With years of experience, 
Omaira has created this 
amazing ar piece with 
ease and precision. Paseo 
Herencia Is proud fo pres- 
ent her “Love is in the Air’ 
mosaic wall art design. 


Love is in the air 


Omaira’'s art creation 








has an interactive design 
where visitors can hold the 
beautiful big red bow that 
is attached to unique heart 
balloons. 


Making it an eye stopper for 
your social feed. Certainly, 
a design that will lift your 
spirits. Catch her beautiful 
mosaic mural art near the 
Paseo Mall entrance next 
to Maggy’s and King Chur- 
ros. 


Aruba Artist Gallery 
Omaira has inspired many 
to pursue their artistic abili- 
ties and now continues 
with her Aruba Artist Gal- 
lery @ Paseo. Hereby, artists 
will now have the ability to 
showcase thelr art pieces In 
this Artist Community Gal- 
lery, accessible to both lo- 
cals and tourists. As a result, 
a new way to reconnect 
with other artists and com- 
munity. 


Let’s soread creativity, in- 
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Radisson 
ARLE 


EXPLORE ARUBA'S NEWEST ROOFTOP RESTAURANT 


SUNSET BISTRO 


WITH THE BEST SUNSET VIEWS ON THE ISLAND 


SERVING BREAKFAST, LUNCH AND DINNER 


Open daily starting from 7:00AM 


Oo @radissonbluaruba 


Mural Mosaic Art Project at Paseo Herencia 
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As good citizens let us protect our marine life 









ORANJESTAD - There are 
several protected species 
in Aruba. These species 
are protected by the Na- 
ture Protection Ordinance 
(Natuurbeschermingsver- 


ordening). 


According to our local 
laws, if is prohibited fo kill, 
capture, harm, bother or 


me 
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take the eggs 
species. 





of protected 


Protected species 

The protected species in- 
clude all corals, various 
seagrass, all tyoe of man- 
groves, all soecies of par- 
rotfish (Scaridae), Nassau 
Grouper (Jacupeper), 
Warsaw grouper (Djukfes), 


whale shark, Atlantic Blue 
Fin Tuna, lobster, all conch, 
all turtles, black sea urchin 
(diadema antillarum), sea 
star, sea horse, Hydrocoral- 
lina (coral), sawfish, manta 
rays, pelicans, 2 type of 
hammerhead sharks (Sphy- 
rna mokarran y Sphyrna 
lewini), 3 tyoe of conch of 
the Conus family, Caribbe- 
an Crown Conch and also 
whales and dolphins. 


Why protect marine life? 

Marine life is an essential 
oart of the ecosystem that 
is of great value to our bio- 
diversity. Our marine life 
is also of the essence for 
tourism, Our most important 


economic industry, and our 
fishing industry. Balanced 
and sustainable develop- 
ment is beneficial for ev- 
eryone and can help re- 
store and maintain healthy 
marine life. Furthermore, a 
healthy marine life helps 
with food security and 
contributes to the Sustain- 
able Develooment Goals 


(SDGs). 


Prime Minister Evelyn Wev- 
er-Croes urges every citizen 
of our country to contribute 
and protect our nature. 

By doing so, we can ensure 
the healthy marine life and 
develooment of our be- 
loved island.) 
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Facebook asks recusal of FTC head in antitrust case decision 


By MARCY GORDON 

AP Business Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Face- 
book is asking that the new 
head of the Federal Trade 
Commission step away 
from decisions on whether 
to continue the agency’s 
antitrust case against the 
social network giant, assert- 
ing that past public criticism 
of the company’s market 
power makes it impossible 
for her to be impartial. 
Facebook Inc. petitioned 
the agency Wednesday 
to remove Chair Lina Khan 
from taking part in decisions 
on the FTC’s antitrust lawsuit 
against the company. A 
federal judge recently dis- 
missed the suit by the FIC 
and one from a coalition 
of states, saying they didn’t 
provide enough evidence 
to prove that Facebook Is a 
monopoly in the social net- 
working market. The judge, 
however, allowed the FIC 
to revise its complaint and 
try again. 

Khan has been a persistent 
critic of Amazon, Google 
and Apple, as well as Face- 
book. 

FTC officials declined com- 
ment on Facebook's mo- 
tion, which came_ two 
weeks after Amazon re- 
quested that Khan be re- 
moved from taking part in 





In this April 21, 2021, file photo, Lina Khan, nominee for Commissioner of the Federal Trade 
Commission (FTC), speaks during a Senate Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation 
confirmation hearing on Capitol Hill in Washington. 


antitrust investigations of 
that company. The agen- 
cy could be expected to 
resoond formally at some 
point. Khan has said she 
would seek the opinion of 
FTC ethics monitors if issues 
arose of potential conflict 
of interest. It’s not known 
how internal FTC rules on 
conflict of interest might be 
interoreted in this case. On 
the face of It, though, “the 
fact that (Khan) has a point 
of view and has expressed 


it forcefully is not a basis for 
recusal,” said Stephen Gill- 
ers, a law professor at New 
York University who is an ex- 
pert on ethics. 

In its petition, Facebook cit- 
ed a 1966 ruling by a fed- 
eral court disqualifying the 
FTC chair at the time from 
participating in a proceed- 
ing against the defendant 
company because he had 
earlier investigated many 
of the same facts concern- 
ing the company as a con- 


Associated Press 


gressional aide. 

As counsel to a House Judi- 
ciary antitrust panel in 2019 
and 2020, Khan played a 
key role in an extensive bi- 
partisan investigation of the 
market power of tech gi- 
ants, including Facebook. 
In the 1966 case, then-FTC 
chair Paul Rand Dixon likely 
had access to relevant in- 
formation through his con- 
gressional work. Gillers said 
that for Khan, who likely 
helped write the House 


committee’s report on its 
investigation, the question 
is did she herself develop 
facts regarding Facebook 
in doing so, and in her cur- 
rent role will she be called 
upon to decide whether 
those facts are true. In oth- 
er words, will she be judg- 
ing the accuracy of her 
own prior work? 

The requests from Face- 
book and Amazon come 
as the four tech giants fall 
Under extreme scrutiny and 
legislative pressure from the 
FIC, the Justice Depart- 
ment, European regulators, 
lawmakers in Washington, 
and, most recently, from an 
executive order from the 
White House. 

“When a new commission- 
er has already drawn fac- 
tual and legal conclusions 
and deemed the target a 
lawbreaker, due process 
requires that individual to 
recuse herself from related 
matters when acting in the 
capacity of an FIC commis- 
sioner,’ Facebook said in its 
petition. “Chair Khan has 
consistently made public 
statements not only accus- 
ing Facebook of conduct 
that merits disapproval, 
but specifically expressing 
her belief that the conduct 
meets the elements of an 
antitrust offense.” 


Microsoft says it blocked spying on rights activists, others 


By ALAN SUDERMAN 
Associated Press 
RICHMOND, Va. (AP) — Mi- 
crosoft said Thursday it has 
blocked tools developed 
by an Israeli hacker-for-hire 
company that were used 
to spy on more than 100 
people around the world, 
including politicians, hu- 
man rights activists, jour- 
nalists, academics and po- 
litical dissidents. 

Microsoft issued a_ soft- 
ware update and worked 
with the Citizen Lab at the 
University of Toronto to in- 
vestigate the secretive I|s- 
raeli company behind the 
hacking efforts. Citizen Lab 
said the company goes by 
several names including 
Candiru, which according 
to legend is a parasitic fish 
found in the Amazon that 
attacks human _= private 


parts. 

Microsoft said people tar- 
geted in “precision at- 
tacks” by the spyware 
were located in the Pales- 
tinian territory, Israel, Iran, 
Lebanon, Yemen, Spain, 
the United Kingdom, Tur- 
key, Armenia, and Singa- 
pore. Microsoft did not 
name the targets but de- 
scribed them generally by 
category. 

Citizen Lab said Candiru’s 
soyware. infrastructure in- 
cluded websites “mas- 
querading as advocacy 
organizations” such as 
Amnesty International and 
Black Lives Matter. 

The reports by Microsoft 
and Citizen Lab shine new 
light On an opaque and 
lucrative industry of sell- 
Ing sophisticated hacking 
tools to governments and 


law enforcement agen- 
cies. Critics say such tools 
are often misused by avu- 
thoritarian § governments 
against innocent people. 

“A world where private 


sector Companies manu- 
facture and sell cyber- 
weapons is more danger- 
ous for consumers, busi- 
nesses of all sizes and gov- 
ernments,” Microsoft said 





This April 12, 2016, file photo shows the Microsoft logo in Issy-les- 
Moulineaux, outside Paris, France. 


Associated Press 


in a blog post. 

Attempts to reach repre- 
sentatives of Candiru were 
unsuccessful. 

Microsoft said the busi- 
ness model for companies 
such as Candiru is to sell 
its services to government 
agencies, which then likely 
choose the targets and run 
the operations themselves. 
Citizen Lab published parts 
of what it said were a 
leaked proposal by Can- 
diru for hacking services 
that offered a la carte 
hacking options. For 16 mil- 
lion euros ($18.9 million), 
the company would allow 
the customer to monitor 10 
devices simultaneously in a 
single Country. For an extra 
5.5 million euros ($6.5 mil- 
lion), 25 additional devices 
could be monitored in five 
more couniries. L) 
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In this June 13, 2012, file photo, Asian carp, jolted by an ciechic current from a research boat, 
jump from the Illinois River near Havana, Ill. In this June 13, 2012, file photo, Asian carp, jolted by 
an electric current from a research boat, jump from the Illinois River near Havana, Ill. 
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Worries over racism, waterways inspire 


push to rename fish 


By JOHN FLESHER 

AP Environmental Writer 

TRAVERSE CITY, Mich. (AP) — 

Minnesota state Sen. Foung Hawj was nev- 
er a fan of the “Asian carp” label com- 
monly applied to four imported fish spe- 
cies that are wreaking havoc in the USS. 
heartland, infesting numerous rivers and 
bearing down on the Great Lakes. 

But the last straw came when an Asian 
business delegation arriving at the Minne- 
apolis airport encountered a sign reading 
“Kill Asian Carp.” It was a well-intentioned 
plea to prevent spread of the invasive fish. 
But the message was off-putting to the visi- 
tors.Hawj and fellow Sen. John Hoffman in 
2014 won approval of aq measure requiring 
that Minnesota agencies refer to the fish as 
“invasive carp,” despite backlash from the 
late radio commentator Rush Limbaugh, 
who ridiculed it as political correctness. 

“| had more hate mail than you could 
shake a stick at,” Hoffman said. 

Now some other government agencies 
are taking the same step in the wake of 
anti-Asian hate crimes that surged during 
the coronavirus pandemic. The U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service quietly changed its 
designation to “invasive carp” in April. 
“We wanted to move away from any 
terms that cast Asian culture and people 
in a negative light,” said Charlie Wooley, 
director of its Great Lakes regional office. 
The Asian Carp Regional Coordinating 
Committee, representing agencies in the 
U.S. and Canada that are trying to contain 
the carp, will do likewise Aug. 2, he said. 
The moves come as other wildlife organi- 
zations consider revising names that some 
consider offensive, including the Ento- 
mological Society of America, which this 
month dropped “gypsy moth” and “gypsy 


ant” from its insect list. 

Yet the switch to “invasive caro” might 
not be the final say. As experts and policy- 
makers have learned in their long struggle 
against the prolific and wily fish, almost 
nothing about them is simple. Scientists, 
technical journals, government agen- 
cies, language style guides, restaurants 
and grocery stores may have ideas about 
what to call them, based on differing mo- 
tives including getting more people to eat 
the critters. 

That's a priority for researchers who have 
soent years developing technologies to 
stem the incursion — from underwater 
noisemakers and electric currents to net- 
ting operations. 

But the dish hasn't caught on with USS. 
consumers, despite its popularity in much 
of the world. For many Americans, “carp” 
calls fo mind the common carp, a bottom- 
feeder with a reputation for a “muddy” 
flavor and bony flesh. 

“It's a four-letter word in this country,” said 
Kevin Irons, assistant fisheries chief with the 
Illinois Department of Natural Resources. 
The four species described collectively 
as Asian caro bighead, silver, grass and 
black caro were brought from China a 
half-century ago to rid Southern sewage 
and aquaculture ponds of algae, weeds 
and parasites. They escaped into the wild 
and have migrated up the Mississippi and 
other major rivers. The Great Lakes and 
their $7 billion sport fishery are vulnerable. 
Voracious and aggressive, silver and big- 
head gobble plankton that other fish 
need. Grass caro munch ecologically 
valuable wetland plants, and black carp 
feast on mussels and snails. Silvers can also 
hurtle from the water like missiles, causing 
nasty collisions with boaters.L) 


ie 1 BYANA 





TECHNOLOGY 


Video games coming to Neiflix? Latest hiring offers a clue 





This Jan. 29, 2010, file photo shows the company logo and view of Netflix headquarters in Los 


Gatos, Calif. 


By MICHAEL LIEDTKE 

AP Technology Writer 

SAN RAMON, Calif. (AP) — 
Netflix has hired veteran 
video game executive 
Mike Verdu, signaling the 
video streaming service Is 
poised to expand into an- 
other fertile field of enter- 
tainment. 

Verdu's addition as Netf- 
lix’s vice president of game 
develooment, confirmed 
Thursday, comes as the 
company seeks fo sustain 
the momentum It gathered 
last year when people 
turned to the video stream- 
ing service to get through 
lockdowns imposed during 
the pandemic. 

Netflix wound up adding 
37 million worldwide sub- 
scribers last year, by far the 
largest annual gain in its 
history. But the landscape 
has changed dramatically 
now that the easing pan- 
demic has allowed people 
to return to asemblance of 
their normal lives. 

The video service stumbled 
out of the gate during the 
first three months of this 
year, posting its smallest 
first-quarter subscriber in- 
crease in four years, and 
it predicted its springtime 
gains would also be mea- 
ger. The Los Gatos, Califor- 
nia, company is scheduled 
to report its results for the 
April-June period on Tues- 
day. 

Adding video games 
would give Netflix anoth- 
er way to build upon the 


nearly 208 million subscrib- 
ers that it boasted at the 
end of March. If wouldn't 
come as a surprise either, 
given that Netflix co-CEO 
Reed Hastings has long 
said the company com- 
petes as much against 
video games for a piece 
of people's leisure time as 
it does against other video 
streaming services offered 
by the likes of Amazon, 
Hulu, Walt Disney Co. and 
Apple. 

Netflix didn't directly com- 
ment on its potential entry 
into video gaming, but left 
little doubt about its intent 
by announcing Verdu’s Ti- 
tle at the company. Verdu 
is joining Netflix from Face- 
book's Oculus, where he 
oversaw the virtual reality 




















Associated Press 


headset maker’s games. 
He previously worked at 
video game makers Elec- 
tronic Arts and Zynga. 
Now the biggest questions 
are when Netflix might 
start to offer video games 
and whether it intends to 
charge a separate fee to 
play them or include them 
as part of its video stream- 
INg services. 

In a research note, CFRA 
analyst Tuna Amobi called 
video games a_ logical 
complement to Nefflix’s 
vast library of TV series and 
films, heloing to set the 
stage for eventual price in- 
creases that most subscrib- 
ers will accept. 

Greg Peters, Netflix’s chief 
operating officer, told in- 
vestors in April that video 





games could be another 
way to engage subscribers 
already immersed in the 
stories Unfolding in the ser- 
vice’s TV series and movies. 
“We're trying to figure out 
what are all these different 
ways that we can increase 
those points of connec- 
tion, we can deepen that 
fandom,” Peters said at the 
time. Verdu will be report- 
ing to Peters in his new job. 
Investors seemed to be 
taking a wait-and-see aft- 
titude on Netflix’s potential 
foray into video games. |} 
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aa HEALTH 
DOCTOR ON DUTY 
Oranjestad 


Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
el. 527 4000 


San Nicolas 


Imsan 24 hours 
Tel.524 8833 


PHARMACY ON DUTY 


Oranjestad: 

Eagle (Maria) Tel. 585 145 
San Nicolas: 

San Lucas Tel. 584 5119 


OTHER 

Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 


EMERGENCY 


100 

927 3140 
527 3200 
927 2900 
584 5000 
11141 
911 

115 

982 2219 


TAXI SERVICES 

Taxi Tas 587 5900 
Prof. Taxi 588 0035 
Taxi D.T.S. 587 2300 
Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828 


TRAVEL INFO 


Aruba Airport 524 2424 
American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 588 0059 
et Blue 588 2244 
Surinam 582 7896 


AID FOUNDATIONS 


FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 


Alcoholics Anonymous 
el. 736 2952 


Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 


Fundacion Contra Violencia 
Relacional Tel. 583 5400 


Centre for Diabetes 
el. 524 8888 


Child Abuse Prevention 
el. 582 4433 


Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


General Info 
Phone Directory Tel. 118 





facebook.com/arubatoday/ 
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Review: Doc explores Anthony Bourdain’s own ‘parts unknown’ 


By JOCELYN NOVECK 

AP National Writer 

There are many startling 
moments in “Roadrun- 
ner,” Morgan Neville’s rich 
and moving documentary 
about the singular culinary 
storyteller Anthony Bour- 
dain, who tragically took 
his life at the age of 61. 
Here’s just one that sticks 
out: a quick scene with a 
therapist, in Argentina. As 
Bourdain lies on her couch, 
cameras rolling for an epi- 
sode of his show, he de- 
scribes some frightening 
osychological urges he has. 
She asks him if he wants to 
change, and to feel differ- 
ently. He replies: “| susoect 
it’s too late.” 

We never learn here why 
Bourdain wanted to film 
what seems a genuine 
therapy session. But it fits in 
perfectly with the portrait 
Neville paints of a man who 
couldn't resist being any- 
thing but painfully honest, 
and painfully public, even 
when it took him down 
some dark paths. 

It's also an example of just 
how much material Nev- 
ile had to work with. Be- 
tween Bourdain’s own re- 
cordings and voiceovers, 
copious footage much 
never seen. from produc- 
tion of his TV travelogues, 
and countless home mov- 
ies and photos, it comes to 
feel like Bourdain himself is 
narrating his life story. And 
it's hard to shake the feel- 
ing he already knows what 





This image released by Focus Features shows Anthony Bourdain in Morgan Neville’s documentary 


“Roadrunner.” 


happens, especially when 
he quips early on: “Here’s 
a little pre-emptive truth- 
telling: there’s no happy 
ending.” 

Neville disoenses quickly 
with the early stuff Bour- 
dain dropping out of col- 
lege, washing dishes in 
Cape Cod even his years 
as chef at Manhattan's 
Brasserie Les Halles. It re- 
ally starts at age 44, when 
“Kitchen Confidential,” his 
wickedly funny memoir 
about the underbelly of the 
restaurant world, catapults 
him into stardom and a life 
as a globetrotting racon- 
teur bold enough to swal- 
low a still-beating cobra 


heart or a sheep's testicle. 
The transformation is dizzy- 
ing: People are shouting 
to Bourdain in the streets. 
He’s sitting down with Let- 
terman, and with Oprah. 
They're saying Brad Pitt 
wants to play him. “It was 
like he died and was re- 
born,” says his brother, Chris 
Bourdain. 

In footage from his various 
shows, which culminated 
with “Parts Unknown” on 
CNN, we accompany Bour- 
dain to an idyllic lunch in 
Provence with chef-buddy 
Eric Ripert, or to Vietnam, 
where he guzzles that co- 
bra heart. Or to Haiti, where 
an episode on local cuisine 


Obama adapts ‘Dreams from My 
Father’ for young readers 


NEW YORK (AP) — More than 25 years after its original publication, former President 
Barack Obama's memoir “Dreams from My Father” will be released in a young adult 


edition. 


Obama had yet to hold any political office when “Dreams from My Father” was re- 
leased in 1995. His account of his early years reached a vast audience after he ran 
for president in 2008 and Is widely considered one of the best books ever written by a 
politician. “Dreams from My Father” has sold more than 7 million copies worldwide and 
has been translated into more than 40 languages. 
The young readers edition, announced Wednesday by Random House Children’s 
Books, comes out Oct. 5 and will feature a new introduction by the former president. 

“The young man you meet in these pages is flawed and full of yearning, asking ques- 
tions of himself and the world around him, learning as he goes,” Obama writes. “| Know 
now, of course, that this was just the beginning for him. If you’re lucky, life provides you 


with a good long arc.” 


Obama's wile, former first lady Michelle Obama, released a yoUng readers edition of 
her memoir “Becoming” earlier this year.) 


Associated Press 


leads to a chaotic scene 
of hungry youths seeking 
food. In a 2006 episode of 
“No Reservations” shot in 
Beirut, violence flares up 
between Israel and Hezbol- 
lah, and the crew is left to 
lounge by a pool for days 
while conflict rages. “| had 
begun to believe the din- 
ner table was the great lev- 
eler,” Bourdain says. “Now 
I’m not so sure.” 

A casualty of Bourdain’s 
outsized fame is his first 
marriage. Nancy Putkoski 
doesn't speak to Neville, 
but Bourdain’s second 
wife does -- Ottavia Busia, 
with whom he shared a 
daughter. Her tearful regret 


at not having kept a clos- 
er eye on him once their 
marriage was over is one 
of the more moving mo- 
ments of the film, as is the 
frank commentary -- loving, 
sad and angry all at once 
-- from celebrity chef David 
Chang. The tears flow co- 
piously in this film, a credit 
to Neville’s vibrant filmmak- 
ing. Chang also has one of 
the catchiest lines about his 
friend: “It was almost never 
about food. It was about 
Tony learning to be a bet- 
ter person.” 

The first two-thirds are fitting- 
ly exhilarating. It’s hard not 
to be jealous of ad man who 
freely admitted he had the 
best job in the world: “If I’m 
not happy, it’s a failure of 
imagination,” he once told 
The New Yorker magazine. 
But if imagination was alll 
it took to be happy, this 
film makes clear, Bourdain 
would likely be with us to- 
day. 

The final act of “Roadrun- 
ner” is infused with a feeling 
of dread. Bourdain had be- 
come involved with Italian 
actor Asia Argento, a key 
accuser of Harvey Wein- 
stein. She directed an epi- 
sode of his “Parts Unknown” 
in Hong Kong, and we liter- 
ally watch Bourdain falling 
in love. We also hear how 
devastated he was when a 
tabloid published pictures 
of her with another man, 
shortly before his death 
during filming in eastern 
France.) 





Former U.S. President Barack Obama gesture as he attends 
the “values-based leadership” during a plenary session of the 
Gathering of Rising Leaders in the Asia Pacific, organized by 
the Obama Foundation in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, on Dec. 
13, 2019. 


Associated Press 
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LUZ ARDIDEN, France (AP) 
After Tadej Pogacar 
won the final mountain 
stage of the Tour de France 
on Thursday to cement his 
grip on the race, the young 
Slovenian had four more 
climbs to complete. 

Unlike the two mammoth 
ascents he mastered earlier 
in the day, these ones were 
small: Pogacar stepped 
four times atop the podium 
in the Luz Ardiden ski resort 
as his rewards for winning 
the stage and retaining 
the leader's yellow jersey, 
as well as for leading the 
standings as best climber 
and best young rider. 

Just call it total dominance. 
Only 24 hours after winning 
another climbing classic 
at the Col du Portet, the 
22-year-old Pogacar be- 
came only the fourth rider 
in Tour history to win con- 
secutive summit finishes at 
cycling’s biggest race. 

The defending champion 
has indeed been toying 
with his rivals this summer. 
He had waited until the 
penultimate stage to take 
control of the Tour last year 
but did it after only five 
stages this summer with a 
stunning display in the first 
time trial. He was untouch- 





'—? “iT VL, 
Lo ‘ 





SPORTS ATS 16 JULY 2021 


Pogacar wins final Tour mountain stage, cements overall lead 


—— - — 


Slovenia’s Tadej Pogacar, wearing the overall leader’s yellow jersey, celebrates as he crosses the 
finish line to win the eighteenth stage of the Tour de France cycling race over 129.7 kilometers 
(80.6 miles) with start in Pau and finish in Luz Ardiden, France,Thursday, July 15, 2021. 


able in the Alos where he 
seized the yellow jersey 
and wrapped up the de- 
molition work in the Pyr- 
enees. 

Barring an accident, the 
UAE Team Emirates rider 
should be crowned Tour 
champion for the second 
straight year when the race 
ends in Paris on Sunday. 
Before Sunday's proces- 


sional ride leading to the 
Champs-Elysees, there Is just 
one difficult stage remain- 
ing atime trial through the 
Bordelais vineyards sched- 
uled Saturday. Pogacar ex- 
cels in the race against the 
clock and won the first time 
trial of this year’s Tour, beat- 
ing the pure specialists. 

Pogacar has a huge lead 
of five minutes, 45 seconds 


Bradley Beal out of Olympics for 
health and safety reasons 


By BRIAN MAHONEY 

AP Basketball Writer 
Bradley Beal will miss the 
Olympics after being 
placed into health and 
safety protocols and the 
U.S. men’s basketball team 
said it will replace him on 
its roster at a later date. 
The Americans also an- 
nounced Thursday that 
forward Jerami Grant has 
also been played in health 
and safety protocols “out 
of an abundance of cau- 
tion.” 

Beal had started all three 
exhibition games for the 
U.S. so far in Las Vegas, av- 
eraging 10.3 points on 10- 
for-21 shooting. 

The Washington Wizards 
guard was second in the 
NBA this season with 31.3 


points per game. Coach 
Gregg Popovich said it 
was devastating news for 
Beal and his family. 
TiMaving ior him, POoey- 
ich said. “We alll are.” 

Beal was expected to play 
for the Americans two 
years ago in the Basketball 
World Cup in China, but 
had to withdraw from con- 
sideration before training 
camp for family reasons. 
He finally had his chance 
to suit up for the senior na- 
tional team now and he 
seemed ready for It. 

After scoring just two points 
in the Americans’ loss to 
Nigeria in their opener, 
he followed with 12 points 
against Australia and then 
had 17 on Monday against 
Argentina in the first U.S. 


victory. 

“Bradley is no doubt, he’s 
a huge loss. He was play- 
ing every well, Under- 
standing everything and 
fit in well with the group,” 
Popovich said. “So there’s 
no next Bradley Beal.” 
Beal's NBA team was hit 
hard by a coronavirus out- 
break early in the season 
and every club had fo 
navigate players going in 
and out of the lineup be- 
cause of the strict proto- 
cols in place. 

Golden State’s Draymond 
Green said it’s difficult to 
see the impact the virus still 
has after 17 or 18 months. 
“The experience, the op- 
oortunity to represent your 
country is one that you all 
dream about growing up,” 
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over Vingegaard in the 
general classification. Car- 
apaz is in third place, 5:51 
off the pace. 

“Still three days, but it looks 
good,” Pogacar said. 

The short trek in the Pyr- 
enees featured a daunt- 
ing combination of the Col 
du Tourmalet and the final 
sharo climb to the Luz-Ar- 
diden, two classics of the 





Tour.Pogacar’s main rivals 
did not take advantage 
of the brutal course and 
he was never under threat. 
Pogacar surged away from 
a reduced group of four 
riders in the last kilometer. 
After Enric Mas attacked, 
Pogacar countered the 
move and dropped Jonas 
Vingegaard and Richard 
Carapaz to claim a third 
stage win this year and win 
his second straight moun- 
taintop finish. 

The stage start was over- 
shadowed by the news 
that the Bahrain Victorious 
team had been raided by 
French police as part of a 
doping investigation. 

The team confirmed 
that riders’ rooms were 
searched by officers at the 
hotel it stayed in on Thurs- 
day in the southwestern 
city of Pau. 

In a statement to The As- 
sociated Press, the Mar- 
seille prosecutor in charge 
of the case said a prelimi- 
nary investigation targeting 
members of the team was 
opened on July 3 “for ac- 
quisition, transport, posses- 
sion, import of a substance 
or method prohibited for 
use by an athlete without 
medical justification.” LJ 
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United States’ Bradley Beal brings the ball up court against 
Argentina during the second half of an exhibition basketball 
game in Las Vegas on Tuesday, July 13, 2021. 


Green said. “So to see that 
opportunity taken away, 
you can only sympathize 
with Brad.” 

The Americans have al- 
ready been playing short- 
handed during their ex- 
hibition games, with Khris 
Middleton and Jrue Holi- 
day of Milwaukee and 
Devin Booker of Phoenix 
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playing in the NBA Finals. 
Popovich said the chal- 
lenge for the Americans 
will be finding a player 
who is in good shape, af- 
ter the NBA regular season 
ended in May. 

He said they are going 
through names who are 
available and trying to see 
who would be a fit. LJ 


FRIDAY 16 wufl6|SPORTS 


Spieth lead way as normalcy returns to Open 


Oosthuizen, 


By STEVE DOUGLAS 

AP Sports Writer 
SANDWICH, England (AP) 
— Jordan Spieth rolled in 
putts like it was 2017. Louis 
Oosthuizen put those run- 
ner-up finishes in the last 
two majors out of mind and 
soared to the top of the 
leaderboard. They gave 
the British Open a familiar 
feel on Thursday. 

Normalcy returned fo the 
wind-swept links at Royal 
St. George’s in other ways, 
TOO. 

The roars and cheers of the 
biggest golf crowd since 
the pandemic rumbled 
around this quirky course 
off Sandwich Bay, just like 
pre-COVID times. 

For Spieth, that was as wel- 
come as being an Open 
contender once again. 

“It feels inside the ropes, 
from the first tee forward, 
the most normal of any 
tournament we have 
played thus far relative to 
that same tournament in 
orevious years,” Spieth said. 
His 5-under 65 certainly 
turned back time to four 
years ago when he lifted 
the claret jug at Royal Birk- 
dale the last English venue 
to host the British Open 
when he was hitting the 
ball better than he ever 
has. 

Spieth was a shot off the 
lead held by Oosthuizen, 
who saved par from a 
fairway bunker on No. 18 
for a 6-under 64. That tied 
the lowest opening round 
at Royal Sf. George's, 
oreviously set by Christy 
O'Connor Jr. in 1981. 

That didn’t look as though 
it would be the case after 
the South African opened 
with seven straight pars. He 
followed with six birdies in 
his next nine holes. 

“I've learnt over the years 
playing major champion- 
shios that patience is the 
key thing,” said Oosthuil- 
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United States’ Jordan Spieth, left, bombs fists with United States’ Bryson DeChambeau on the 18th 
green after their first round at the British Open Golf Championship at Royal St George’s golf course 
Sandwich, England, Thursday, July 15, 2021. 


zen, who hasn't won one of 
them since the British Open 
at St. Andrews in 2010. 
There have been six runner- 
Up finishes in the majors 
since then, including in the 
last two. 

Oosthuizen and Spieth 
were among the morning 
starters who enjoyed the 
best of the conditions, no- 
tably soft bounces on the 
most undulating fairways 
and greens on the Open 
rotation. 

Yet many of the world’s 
best couldn't take advan- 
tage. 

Patience already might be 
wearing thin for U.S. Open 
champion Jon Rahm, who 
slapped his thigh in frustra- 
tion after making a double- 
bogey at No. 9, where he 
took two shots to get out 
of a pot bunker in the fair- 
way. He shot 71, like Bryson 
DeChambeau, who spent 
much of his first round up to 
his knees in deep grass and 
cursing his driver, saying it 
“sucks” after being unable 
to use his power to over- 


whelm Royal St. George's. 
Shane Lowry, the Open 
winner in 2019, also shot 71 
in front of a crowd that has 
a daily capacity of 32,000 
this week. Not since Royal 
Portrush, where Lowry won, 
has any golf tournament 
seen so many spectators 
through the gates. 

With last year’s event can- 
celed because of the pan- 
demic, Lowry could finally 
be announced at an Open 
as the reigning champion 
golfer. 

“It was a very special day 
for me,” he said. 

Not so for the majority of 
the afternoon starters, who 
encountered more pro- 
longed gusts off the English 
Channel and slightly drier 
conditions. 

Rory Mcllroy birdied the last 
to salvage a 70 in his bid for 
his first major title in seven 
years. Justin Thomas shot 
72. Phil Mickelson shot 80, 
his highest start ever in the 
British Open, that left him 
tied for last place. 
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Webb Simpson, with rounds 
of 66 that tied them for 
fourth place with three oth- 
ers, had the best scores 
from the afternoon. Former 
PGA champion Collin Mori- 
kawa, in his first links test, 
and English favorite Tommy 
Fleetwood were aft 67. 
Fleetwood would like noth- 
ing more than to become 
the first Englisnman_ with 
his name on that silver jug 
since Nick Faldo in 1992. 
“It’s been a long time since 
an Englishman has won the 
Open, and | would love to 
be the next one. So we'll 
see,’ Fleetwood said. 

Brian Harman was tied for 
second with Spieth after 
making five birdies in his 
first eight holes and finish- 
ing with a 65. Top-ranked 
Dustin Johnson hit 14 greens 
in regulation and said he 
was pleased with his round 
of 68 that had him in a tie 
for 19th. 

Spieth had not won since 
Birkdale until he ended his 
slump at the Texas Open in 
April. He looked the hap- 
piest of anyone Thursday, 
saying he liked where his 
game was at after match- 
ing his lowest score at an 
Open. He also had a 65 on 
the first day at Birkdale. 
And he made reference to 
that victory while running 
off four straight birdies start- 
ing at No. 5, telling former 
caddie John Wood part of 
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the U.S. broadcast team 
that it was just like 2017 the 
way he was making putts 
and Wood was watching 
him. Wood was caddying 
in the final round at Birkdale 
for Matt Kuchar, who was 
second. 

“Here | feel for the first time 
since then I’m at least com- 
ing in with a bit of form, a 
bit of confidence, and real- 
ly my start lines off the tee,” 
Spieth said. 

It was only Oosthuizen 
ahead of him. And that 
was no real shock, con- 
sidering the South African 
was tied for the lead in the 
first and third rounds at last 
month's U.S. Open and in 
the second round at the 
PGA Championship in May. 
The return of the soectators 
made it feel like a proper 
Open, especially on the hill 
overlooking the par-3 6th 
hole that attracted some 
of the biggest galleries of 
a day that started with a 
blue, cloudless sky. 

Just before midday, the 
group containing Stewart 
Cink, Lee Westwood and 
Martin Kaymer all hit tee 
shots inside 6 feet of the 
pin. As they walked onto 
the green, one spectator 
shouted: “You three should 
be professionals.” 

To which Kaymer’s cad- 
die, Craig Connolly, replied 
back across the green: 
“You should be a come- 
dian.” 

“| feel like the fans here are 
very knowledgeable about 


the sport,” Spieth — said, 
“and they’re also having a 
great time.”L) 
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